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Thank you for your letter of September 3, 2021, in whuch you share some concerns regarding COVID-
19 vaccination. In your letter, you express appreciation for the guidance that has been provided by Jehovah's
organization. Regarding COVID-19 vaccines, you feel that recent Governing Body update programs on
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personal decision for each individual to make. (MG:S)MmmWhmlm.mwbh-
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1987, wssue of Awake’, which states: “{This magazine] does not recommend any one type of medicine or
therapy over another and does not offer medical advice. Its aim is simply 10 present facts and to leave it to the
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Jehovah's Witnesses, we do not have a religious objection 10 vaccination. (2) Over 19,000 of our dear brothers
and sisters have died from the COVID-19 virus. (3)hml.dgﬁhmda“hoﬁlbs“lhnmuhhws
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(Romans 13:1) After mentioning these three factors, the update stated: “We cach must weigh such factors
when making our own personal decision Cmbmmbkmmmdwimloalcondi-
tions, especially if you have health problems or you're up in years. Stay in touch with direction coming from
the local health authonties, and be careful.”
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also choose to do so. However, this is not the basis upon which to make such a personal decision. Why, then,
have the update programs mentioned statistics regarding how many in the Bethel family have chosen to be
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Also, Update #6 stated that “New York State regulations now allow vaccinated persons (o engage in a greater
number of activities." So prior to showing the worldwide brotherhood that the Bethel family had resumed
certain activities, such as having meals together and gathening together in person for worship, it was important
to make clear that the majonty of the United States Bethel family members have been vaccinated and thus are
in compliance with local laws as they engage in such activities.

Additionally, as you can no doubt appreciate, many have inquired about the welfare of the Bethel
family. Throughout the pandemic, in vanous announcements (o all congregations, the Governing Body has
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for thewr physical well-being so that the spintual food could continue 1o be distnbuted during the pandemic.



In response to this loving interest, the Governing Body, by means of the update programs, has been able to
inform the worldwide brotherhood of the things happening at Bethel dunng the pandemic. Stating that many
at Bethel had chosen to be vaccinated m accord with thewr wishes was a way of letting the brotherhood know
about the welfare of the Bethel family.

We acknowledge that it can be a challenge 1o make a personal decision about COVID-19 vaccination.
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VAERS are voluntary, which means they are subjoct 10 biases. This creates specific limitations on how the
data can be used scientifically. Data from VAERS reports should always be interpreted with these limitations
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event following vaccination, be it comncidental or truly caused by a vaccine. The report of an adverse event to
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reports without judging whether the event was caused by the vaccine.”

So we can soc that while certain data sources, such as VAERS, can be very useful in specific ways for
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occurred shortly afier a COVID-19 vaccine was sdministered, much additional expert analysis is required 1o
determine if a certain reaction was actually caused by a vaccine or if it was caused by some other bealth
condition and concidentally occurred sometime after the person received a vaccine. Yet, some researchers,
media outlets, and others have musinterpreted and, in some cases, misused such data. Therefore, although it
can be helpful 1o consider certain statistics as a factor in one's personal decision-making process, we must
remember that caution 15 1d order when it comes to reports involving such information. We can see the wisdom
of the advice mentioned earlier 10 “check the original source™ of a report before reaching personal conclusions

about it

Reganding the use of cell hines produced from cells denved from aborted fotuses, we are aware that
many vaccines in use today, including some COVID-19 vaccines, involve these cell lines in thewr production,
such as the cell lines MRC.5, HEK29), and T-REx-293. What factors would a Christian need to consider
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Your brothers,
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